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PS 5A LM. CXXVL 2 
The Lord Bath pn great thing fe fe. Us ; . 


whereof We e are glad. 


* N all great mee of States and 
N I | Kingdoms, which We are called upon 
PN to commemorate m a public Manner, 
We muſt conſider what Concern We 
our ſelves have, in the laſting Effects 


or Cee of them; and what ought to be 
the real Ground of our Joy upon fuch Occaſions. 
If We feel no kindly Influences: from them upon 
our own Affairs; it will be Impoſſible to warm our- 
ſelves into any Diſpoſition of Mind chat can be 
calbd Thankfulneſs : Which muſt always he found- 
ed upon ſomething, in which We ourſelves have 1 


A 3 part. 
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part. They will be only like other Hiſtorical Mat- 


ters of Fact, ſomething to amuſe and entertain Us; 


ſerving to pleaſe our Curioſity, but not to raiſe our 


Gratitude. And if We feel the Sentiments of 
Joy and Thank fulneſs, rifing in our Breaſts, from 


ſuch Principles and Moti ves, as no True Chrities, 


Proteſtant, or Britann, ought to entertain: Our Joy 
then becomes the e with the Joy of our Worſt 


Enemies ; and the Expreſſions of it no better than the 


Tokens, either of our Blindneſs, or of our Cor- 


ruption. 


In this Nation particularly, it is certain that, in 


alt Affairs which concern our Conſtitution, eitber 
in Church or State, nothing can be more abſurd 


than for the Friends of both, and the Enemies of 
both, to have the fame Mouvements and” Paſſions, 


upon the ſame Occaſions. It is impoſſible for a Pro- 
teſtam, if He knows what that Word means, to 


raiſe his Joy upon the ſame Foundation with 
2 Papiſt: It is impoſſible for a Lover of his Re- 
ligion and his Country, to rejoyce with Thoſe who 5 
firmly believe it to be their Duty to rejoyce = 


nothing more, than 1 in the Ruine of both. 
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As our Joy therefore, could not pellibly diſco- . 
ver it ſelf upon this Day, if the Providence of 


God had done Great Things, not for Vs, but for our 


Forefathers alone; and had permitted Ihen to ſtop the 
Bleſſing from Adden, or to convey down a Curſe in- 


ſtead of it: And, as Our Joy cannot, in the Nature of 
things, be the To of our B, becauſe it muſt 


be raiſed upon ſomething of our own Happineſs, 


which They have hitherto always made inconſiſtent | 
with Theirs: Let Us now proceed _ this Foun- 
dation, and conſider, 
The Great Things God hath done for Vs, in that — 
whole Scene of Providence, which this Day opened. 
This will naturally fix our Minds, in a more par- 
ticular Manner, upon the Bleſſ "gs, in which We are 

; immediately concern d. 


And this will unavoidabl 7 ud Us to 7 


| Thoughts, of Importance to the preſent and F uture 
Intereſt of the Nation. . 


| Now, the Whole * * Providence, which _ 
This Day opened, and which, taken in one View, ” 
can n alone be ſaid to make « — a Bleſſing to 


De, 
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Us, is indeed a Scene, full of a long Train of Inci- 


dents, and a Vaſt Variety of Circumſtances, e- 
nough to make both Prince and People, m this 
Nation, for ever Wife and Happy. 
The "firſt Part of it, is a King reſtored t to * King- ; 
dom; 5 with his "5" in view, to ſucceed 
Him: but this, not till, on one hand, by We} ſeen, 
both by Fample, md Experience, how tb tn 
it's Effects, the popular Dread of Arbitrary Power | 
could ſhew it ſelf, whenever it was ſet on fire; 
and not till, on the other hand, his People had FS 
ficiently felt how great an Evil the want ef their 
5 Lg Government was. 


One would think, here was a plain Middle 1 1 —— 


- Wi ſdom and Hippineſe pointed our, even by Senfe | 
it ſelf. But there was another, and a very different 
Turn given | to this Affair, by the Inde ſatigable 

Workings, and Artifices, of our Enemies. An Unt- 

verſal Madneſs of Loyalty, tfalfly fo called. d,) as 
well as of Manners, preſently took place : And the | 

People came preſlivg in Throngs, beſeeching to be ac- 

counted Slaves, rather than Subjects; and begging, 

in Words, for r of Unlimited Sum fun, | 


as 
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as if they were begging for 4d, H Grace and Favour. 

The View in Thoſe, who then had the Direction of 
their Paſſions, was to keep that Spirit up to a pitch, 
till a Popiſh Heir was ſecure of the Throne. Nor 
could all the Knowledge of the Nature and Princi- 
ples of Popery; nor the avowed Contradiction of it 
to the Religion and Liberties of their Country, en- 
gage the Hearts of many ; or divert them from the 
Reſolution of truſting the whole Concerns of a Pro- 


teſtant Nation, in the Hands of a Popiſh _ 
Who at length took poſſeſſion of the Throne, 


which He was thus called. 
Nor had He enjoyed the Power long, lte He 
obliged His Friends with frequent Trials of the 
Sincerity of their profeſſions. For, as it appears, He 
had ſo much better an Opinion of their Integrity, 
than his Predeceſſor had, that He really thought them 
in earneſt, and e to hazard all, with a depen- 
dence upon the Honeſty of their foleun Promiles 
0 Unbounded * Submiſſion. This indeed proved fa- 
tal to Himſ:lf, in the Event: But, in all humane 


Appearance, was much more likely a to have proved 
fatal to the whole Nation, 


Ct , 
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If We ſtop a litt. Here, and conſider this Unhappy. 
Prince, poſſeſs d of all the Power our Laws 
could veſt in Him, and flatter'd with a Power a- 
bove all Laws; and armed, in all humane Appear- 
ance, with a ſufficient Force to put his Reſolutions 
in Execution; We may ask any Proteſtant in the 
Nation, if he will but put himſelf into that poſture 
of Mind in which every one felt himſelf at that Seaſon, 

What was then become of the Bleſſing of this Day ? 
And, what would i it now have avail d Us, that our | 


hrefathes ſaw their Legai Conſtitution reſtored to. 


them, and rejoiced to ſee it; if the very Reſtorat inn 
of it "had proved, in the Iflue, the Ruine, and De- 

ſtruction, of all the Legal Rights of their Poierity. 
But he Grand Deſign of Providence extended 
much farther. There is a Principal Part of it yer be· 
hind: And this was, to make it a laſtmg Bleſſing. 5 
And the Way was laid for this, in a Method, if ; 
you conl: der it in it ſelf, the moſt caſy and na- 
tural; as Providence ure loves to work by bu- 
mane 8 ; if you conſider it in that great variety 
and viciſſitude of Circumſtances attending it, the 
moſt inſtructive and uſeful to a Nation : And, * 

you 
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you conſider it with regard to the many Probabilities 


that ſeem'd to weigh againſt the Succels of it, little 
leſs than miraculous. When it was fix d by Pro- 
vidence to bring about the Reſtoration of the Rojal 
Family, and the Legal Conſtitution of this Kingdom ; 
and to continue it a Bleſſing to the Generations to 
come; it was neceſſary, in order to this, to make ſuch 
2 Diſpoſition of Affairs, as might be ſuitable, and 
adapted, to the Accompliſhnene of it. But firſt, 
the Nation was to feel many, and various Trials ; 
many Viciſſitudes of Hope, and Fear; many Con- 
flicts between the Attempts of Popery, and Slavery, on 
the one hand, and the ſtrugglings of True Religion, 
and Liberty, on the other ; before ſo great a Work 
could be concluded. And then, at length, the Em- 
| baraſsments of Humane Madneſs were to be diſentang - 


led; and all the Plots and Efforts of Cunning and 


Pome: united i in order to intail a Curſe upon all Poſ- 
terity, where God deſign d a Bleſſing, were to be 
diſſipated, and ſcatter'd into Air. 

With a View to this, a Prince was born Ga * Years 
before the Reſtoration, that He might be ripe, both in 
Age, and Abilities, lor the purtorming the great De- | 
B 2 ſign 
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fign, Juſt when thoſe Attempts ſhould be ripening in- 
to Execution: And was afterwards , by a kind Diſpo- 
ſition of Providence, to make the Way the eaſier, mar- 
ried into the ſame Royal Family, from which He de- 
ſcended. And accordingly, when the Scene of Ru- 
ine was opened ſo plainly that no Eye was then too 
blind to ſee it,He appear'dinall the maturity of Wiſ- 
dom, and vigour of Action: a Prince, inur'd to La- 
bours and Hardſhips from his Birth; prepared for the 
great Work, by his perſonal Accompliſhments ;' dire&- 

dd to it by his Deſcent, and his Marriage; and qua- 
| Hhied for it by his Intereſt and Authority without, as 
wellas by an UncommonGreatneſs of Soul within. Such 
a peculiar Conjunction of every thing deſirable in the 

Perſon, to undertake a Work, hazardous enough, one 
would imagine to deterr the Greateſt Minds from think- = 
ing of it; and ſuch a Diſpoſition of the various In- 


tereſts of the States and Kingdoms of Europe, as both —- 


required and ſupported the Undertaking ; muſt ap- 
pear very ſurprizing, in ſo critical a moment of Time: 
when, if we ſpeak within the compaſs of Humane 
Views, nothing but ſo unparallel d a Combination of 
Cir cumſtances could have afforded even the leaſt hopes 
of Succeſs. JF 
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The Event of this was happy beyond Expreſſion - 
And the Madneſs of Popery and Arbitrary Rule, was 
ſtop d in the Vigour and Warmth of all it's Power, 
and Hopes, But even yet, ſomething farther was 
; wanting: And that was, to fix the Succeſſion to the 
Crown in ſuch a Manner, as the Experience of Feeling, 
and Common Senſe in Judging, of neceſſity, directed 
the Nation to do. This Day muſt have been mark'd 
with ſomething very difterent from a Bleſſing, if the 


Revolution had ſtop'd where it began; and, after 


a little preſent Reſpite, had deliver'd the Natios back 
— again, into Popiſh Hands. And where indeed ſhould _ 
We nom ſearch for the Bleſſing of the Reſtoration ; if 
We did not ſee it, and r it, in the Bong of the 
Proteſt ant Succeſſion 5 
— was the Great View of Heaven, in it's firſt 
Deſign. And, therefore, We fee with pleaſure, h 
that, when it was reſoly'd by Providence to make 
4 this Day memorable by the Reftoration of the Royal 
Family, and our Legal Conſtitution, it was reſolv d by 
the ſame good Providence, that, in the very ſame 


Tear, upon the very Day before this Great Work was = 


to be accompliſh'd, a Prince ſhould be born, in 
1 8 Whom 
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Whom that Reſtoration ſhould, in due time, centre; 
and to Whom alone it ſhould be reſervd, to com- 
pleat the Bleſing for Vs, and to st! it down 
ſecure, to our Poſterity, in his own Illuſtrious Houſe. 
This, I fay, is the whole Scene of Providence, which 
this Day open d; and which, taken in one View, 
can alone be ſaid to make it a Bleſſing to Vs, or to 
our Children after Us. If you view the Reftoration, 
without the Revolution, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion , 
it leads you directly to a Popiſh Prince, holding an 
Arbitrary Hand over all your F tearing up 
the Fences of all your Laws; fixing all Right in his 
own Will and Power; and perſecuting all his Sub- 


jets i into the Exerciſe of his own, Superſtirious, 1do- 


latrous, and Cruel Religion. Aud this is the whole 
of the Bleſſing, in which you would ſee | it End at 
laſt. A Bleſſing, which may be a fit Reward for 
the Sac, Y Pigottry of Papijts ! But for Proteſtants-- 
fic only tor Thoſe of them, wao deſerve it. And 
They deſerve it, who chuſe it; whom no Experience, 
no Conſide ration, no Miraches of Providence, can 


engage to W their own E before their 
own Deſtructic n. 


But 
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But if We view the {ame Reſtoration, in another 
Light, as the Reſtoration of our Legal Conſtitution, ſe- 
cured by the late Revolution, and fix'd by the Settls- 
went of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line ; it appears 
a Bleſſing to Vs indeed, by leading Us to hs Happi- 
zeſs which We our ſelves at preſent ſee, and feel; 
but cannot deſcribe. 7 

We have now, therefore, by an eaſy and natural Train 
of Facts, brought down our Thoughts to the preſent 


: Times: in which our Eyes behold the Grand Deſign of 


this Day, brought to Maturity; and plenty of Happineſs 

held farthto Us, if We have any Senſe or Notion left 
of what Heppincſs Means, by the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
now taking place. A Bleſſing, recommended to Us, 

by the immenſe Diffculties caſt in it's way, before 


tit could be ſettled by a Law; and the various Harards 


of looſing it, ſince it was ſo | And a Bleſſing, which 
unlike the dee Bleſſings of this World, fully an- 
ſwers, in the Enjoy ment, all the Expeftations which 5 
it raiſed i in the Proſpect. 
If it be the greateſt Happineſs chat can be raſted Za 
in Humane Society, to be governed by Lame; We 
| feel our ſelves, and all our Concerns, under the In- 


fluence 
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fluence of a Legal Government. If it be certain that 
Thoſe Princes are beſt qualified to govern well by 
Written Laws, who have govern'd well without 
them; this is a ; prcnline part of our Happineſs, to have 
; the Wesen of our Laws, and the Preſervation of 
our Rights, veſted in a Prince, who never betrayed, even 
when his Will was his Law, the leaſtInclination towards 
any Deſigns, but what are the Dictates of the ſtricteſt 
Juſtice. And if it redoubles a Bleſſing, to foreſee it flou- 
riſhing amongſt our Poſterity,in future Ages; let this be 
acknowledged a great addition to our preſent Happi- 
neſs, that We may promiſe it to our Children after 


Us, under the Influences of Thoſe who are to ſucceed 
Him. 


This is ſuch a Syſten, ſuch a Colleflion of Bleſſin inge, 


as ought, in juſtice, to be view'd with the moſt * 
ſionate Sentiments of Joy and Thankſgiving. 
Ling upon the Throne, form' d for the Happineſs jo | 
All who live under the Shadow of his Authority : 
By his experienced Virtues, entitled jto the Love and 
Affection of his Subjects ; a ; and by the Laws of their 
Country, (built upon the Fundamental Laws of Hu- 
mane Society) entitled to their Allegiance : Great in 


Himſelf, 


1 
0 
1 


— ep - 


A 
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** 
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Himſelf, if the perfection of Juſtice, and Honour, 
and Equity, be true Greatnels; and Great in his J“. 
Iuftrions Family, if the Proſped of tranſinitting Bleſ- 
ſings to Poſterity, by a Line of Princes deſcending 
from Himſelf, makes up any part of Grea tneſs: And 
in a peculiar manner, Great in his Influences upon 
the preſent State of this Nation, as He ſtands pol- 
ſeſs'd of an Unſhaken ſteadineſs of Soul, not to he 
moved from his People's Intereſt ; and of a Firmnels 


of Mind, uncapable of the Impreſſions, cither of 


Fear, or of Inconſtancy. Without which Noble and 
3 Heppy Accompliſhments i in the Firſt Poſſeſſor, in that 


E Illuſtrious Houſe, which the Providence of God hath 
| now fix d upon the Throne, it may juſtiy be feared, 


5 that this Happy Settlement might by this Time have ; 
been ſhaken, and the Bleſſings of the Proteſtant Re- 
gion, and our Legal Liberty, (for which We have 


been ſo many Years contending,) might once more 


have been in danger of vaniſhing from our Sight. 
And even ſtill, the Suſpicion of fo much Happineſs 
ceaſing in time to come, might be very unealy to Us, 


il We did not ſee in his Royal Heir, and Succeſſor, a 


0 „ Tokens 


| Noble and Generous Zeal, avowed with all 1 
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Tokens of the moſt Sincere and Upright Heart, for 
the ſame invaluable Goods. 


Nor will 1 ever omit, when J am recounting the 


| Inſtances of ourPublic Happineſs, to mention that Re 
of Princes to come : From Whom, what is it that We 
may not expect? When We not only think of the 


Examples of Good Government they will have ſeen; 
but confider them now under the Eye and DireQi- 


on of a Princeſs, in whom the perfection of Good 


Senſe, and the perfection of Good Nature, are United; 


and 0 by nothing, unleſs by that Sacred Re- 
gard to True Religion, which will make her Story the 


Delight of Good Men in Ages to come. 


This is the Fabric of Happineſs, in which out 
Souls may take their Reſt. How much leſs than this, 
might We our ſelves have been well contented to 
hope for? And, indeed, What more than this, 
could any N under Heaven well wiſh for * 5 
And yet,---Againſt this whole Scheme of Bleſſings ; 
againſt their own, and their Neighbours Security; 
againſt their own Laws, and Liberties; againſt the 
Eſtabliſhment of every thing valuable in this World; 
We have ſeen a Rebellion raiſed, by the Wicked N 


verſneſs 


ure... 


e * pee T 
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Finn 


verſneſs of Men, without the Pretenſe of a Provocati- 


on, belides the ſingle Provocation of offering them Hap- 
Pineſs, in a Way, and by the Hands, which They were 
not pleas d to like: and this, before their Paſſions had 


any thing offer d to them, to ſet them on fire. And 
We have ſeen an Adminiſtration reviled, and inſulted, 
by Thoſe, who themſelves had taſted nothing but 

Good fie it. 


| When one reflects with Coolneſt upon what hatk ” 
lately paſt amongſt us, it ſeems as if the fullneſs of 
; Happineſs had it (elf t on fire the reſtleſs Malice of 


Thoſe, who were reſolved not to acknowledge or 


enjoy the Bleſſing offered them; and that the Rage 

of Enmity hath been forced to be raiſed the higher, 
and the louder, by all the Management of Artifice, 8 

| becauſe rhere was fo little to complain of, 


But this is the Glory of an Adminiſtration ; ; when 


Thoſe who moſt revile it, cannot do it without bear- 
ing Teſtimony to it themſelves. It is the Glory of 


an Admin: union, 


when the Reproaches, with 


which it is to be loaded, are caſt into Future Times; - 


when the bittereſt . it hath are forced to call 
in the help of the moſt fruitful Invention; and, for 


want of preſent Grievances, to fill the Minds of 
ä 
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Men with the Suſpicions of Evils to come. It is 


the Glory of an Adminiſtration, when, before it 
can be blackned, and made vile, the Names, and 


Natures, and Boundaries of Things, muſt be al- 


ter'd and remov'd: Light put for Darkneſs, and 
| Darkneſs for Light ; Legal Juſtice, (though mix'd 
with more Temper, than ever yet was ſeen, in 
any Nation, upon a like Occaſi on,) treated with 
the lodignity, due only to the Heighth of In- 
juſtice ; the moſt neceſſary Self defenſe reviled as 


Cruelty ; and a Falſe Compaſſi on placed in the Scat 


N Mercy ; - the Safety of a Whole Nation, and alt 
8: Concerns, weighed in the Balance againſt 
5 Trifles , and even Popery itſelf painted with Truth, 
and Meekneſs, and Love, in it's Face, as an 1 

leſs agreeable Thing, worthy to be Werbe with 
the open Arms 85 Fer, by Thoſe, it would 


devour. 
When theſe are the Methods of attaquing an Ad. 


3 it is a very happy Sign, that They, Wo 
make uſe of them, have occaſion heartily to with 
it much worſe chan They find it; and a very 


as Argument to al Good Subjects, to wiſh as 
heartily 
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heartily, that their Country may never know the 
want of an Adminiftration, which is not reviled 
by it's Greateſt Enemies, unleſs it be in ſuch a 
Manner , as to add to its Reputation and Ho- 
—_ . 
What is it, that an Unealy, Thankleſs, Gene- 
ration of Men would have? Bleſſed be God, The 
Public Efforts of their Malice are once more diſ- 
ſipated. They are conquered in the Field. But 
| their Epirits, and their Tempers, and their De- 
ſigns, do not at all appear to be conquer'd : if 
We may Judge from their Indefatigable Diligence 
and Art, in filling the Heads of their Well-wiſh- 
es, as ſoon as one Deſperate Attempt | over, - 
5 Hints and Expectations of Another; and fam 
the Unparallel'd Inſolence of their Agents and Fol- 


lowers, even whilſt They are begging and wait- ” 


ing "= Merey. 
Ilt may be very hard, to find SER and effeQual 
Remedies for ſo great Pvils, But this Ore thing, I 
am lure, is very plain, and very proper to be men- 
tioned, that, in order entirely and ſucceſsfully to 


conquer ſuch Enemies, We muſt firſt conquer Our 
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ſelver.— Did all who truly wiſh well to the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment , 


good Ends, there would be no ground for fear. 
But whilſt the Paſſions of Well. -meaning Men , 


upon every Trifling and Private Occafion , join 


themſelves with the Deſigns of Thoſe oo cer- 


tamiy mean our Ruine; it is this that ſwells the | 
Current; and that feeds the Inſolence and Expect⸗ 1 


ation of the Common Enemy. 


But, to conclude ; If a long Series of Experi- 
ence can make any Nation wiſe, We, of all Na- 
tions in the World, have that Advantage. We 
are not only made happy; ; but made happy in 
thoſe Methods, which cannot but teach Us to va- 
| the our Happinth ; ; whilſt, That which Ozhers learn 
by Reflexion and Judgment, Ve have had brought 


unanimouſly purſue the fame 


r 
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home to Us by the Senſe of Feeling, and Eye. ſigbt. | 


The Enemies of our Happineſs themſelves, ought 


to learn Conviction from All that this Nation 


hath been Witneſs to; and to become Friends. 
And for Thofe, who. are truly Friends in the 
mam and viſential points of our Happineſs ; cer- 

ainly it is Time for all of them to think it Wif⸗ 


dom, 8 
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dom, to give up even their private Schemes, and 
Notions, as well as their private Reſentments 


' and Views, to the Public Good; and, at length, 


after ſo many Viciſſitudes of Hope and Fear; ſo 
many Struggles between Life and Death; ſo ma- 
ny Hazards and Dangers eſcaped; to unite in 
Strengthning, inſtead of weakning, the Hands of 


| Thoſe, who have it in their Will, as well as in 


their Truſt, to eſtabliſh Us upon a Foundation ne- 
ver more to be ſhaken : That ſo, the Beſt of Kings 
may have the Beſt of Subjects; and, Authority and 
law, Obedience and Liberty, may be ſeen uni- 
N ted, in all their Vigour and Glory; and deſcend 


; down, with the Bleſſings which accompany them, : 


to all Sis Generations. Which God grant, for 


L the ſake of To Chriſt, bis 8 Son, our 


Lord . 


